The role of the clinical psychologist in gynecological cancer.
Gynecological cancers, which account for a substantial proportion of cancer cases in women, can precipitate a wide range of psychological difficulties including affective disturbances, sexual problems, certain somatic symptoms, and family issues. The clinical psychologist has a unique contribution to make in the assessment and treatment of the psychological needs of gynecological cancer patients, while also conducting research and providing training for health professionals regarding the psychological issues associated with gynecological cancer. Although the gynecological cancer setting affords the clinical psychologist multiple personal benefits, strategies must usually be implemented to minimize any negative impact arising from working in an area of considerable psychological stress.